AiS 2018 – Week 4 in New York City

July 31st, 2018

"Immigration & Liberty"
After getting in and settled late last night, and after moving from the central time zone to eastern, it
wasn’t serene getting up at 6 a.m.! However, the exhilaration of being in NYC for the first time
provided the necessary energy to get us to the early breakfast table. Our adrenaline was pumping—
we were about to head to the Statue of Liberty.
We left our hostel in Upper Manhattan and took the subway to the end of Lower
Manhattan where we would board the ferry for Liberty Island. Most of us have spent a lot of time in
urban cities—even famous ones—but we were certainly feeling the revential vibe being in New York.
On the ferry, it was pretty chic watching the Statue of Liberty get bigger and bigger as we
approached, and we kept looking back at Manhattan too. It was truly awe-inspiring to turn around
and recognize all the skyscrapers I’ve read and viewed on television. We kept panning around the
ferry to soak the whole experience in.
Surely Americans see the Statue of Liberty in a
different standpoint than the non-American counterpart. For Americans, the statue’s imagery and
idealism make us extremely proud and heightens our nationalism. Walking around and beneath the
statue, we (the Americans) were in a little awestruck. The USA is a nation of immigrants, and the
Statue of Liberty is a intimation to all who seek freedom. It took all of us a while to come down to
earth and start absorbing the statue’s history.
I knew before that the Statue of Liberty was a gift from France, but what we hadn’t known was that
it was in part designed by Gustave Eiffel, who designed the Eiffel Tower. While France and America
continue to be strong allies and strong defenders of democracy, it is crestfallen that the bond that
led to gifting the Eiffel Tower has weakened some over the years, at least seemingly. The gifting of
the Statue of Liberty was a gesture of pure admiration from the French to the Americans, as France
itself was inspired by the American Revolution and the people’s government that followed. With the
statue, France sought to capture the beauty of America’s democratic idealism, and perhaps to hold
America to the dream; America appreciated the gift so much that it became its strongest symbol of
American values.
From Liberty Island, we took the ferry over to Ellis Island, where we learned how immigrants were
“processed” over the first half of the 20th century. It’s hard to imagine that 12 million men, women,
and children—of so many cultures—entered America through this island. It’s also pleasurable to
imagine the families that grew after settling in the United States, and I’m sure many of the
Americans in our AiS group will now research whether one of their relatives came to America in this
way.
After Ellis and Liberty Islands, it was particularly fitting that when we returned to Manhattan, we set
a course for Chinatown. New York’s Chinatown is a fun place to visit whether one is thinking about
America’s cultural roots or not. We relished taking in the Chinese lanterns, the shops with incense,
the dragon designs, the lucky Chinese cats whose arms move up and down. While we were
impressed by the sights, sounds, and tastes, it was not lost on any of us that NYC’s Chinatown shows
us how America has been strengthened by other cultures, and that America really is—in a sense—
the sum of many, many cultures that have combined under democracy and freedom, sharing the
idea of liberty while also retaining the uniqueness of many, many cultural roots.

In the evening, we were given some time to explore and didn’t know where to even begin. Brooklyn
Bridge, Central Park, Broadway! It’s easy to see why this is the “city that never sleeps,” as there’s so
much to do, and for us, so much still to learn.

Tristan Lankford & Felix Bockmann

1 - Many people from all over Europe immigrated to the
U.S. via Ellis Island.

2 - Lady Liberty in all its glory!

3 - On the ferry we had a beautiful view of New York's
skyline.
4 - Immigrants barely brought anything over, just
necessities and memorabilia that fit into luggage were
carried over.

August 1st, 2018

"Visiting the United Nations"
“One child, one teacher, one book, and one pen can change the world” -Malala Yousafzai

On our second full day, New York brought upon the promise of the hustling city. The Ambassadors
and Sneakers began their adventure at the German consulate and the United Nations bright and
early in the morning while battling their way through rush hour. Collars and dollars- both were
abundant in the trains and streets of New York.

Upon arrival, we were introduced to Thomas Rohland, Second Secretary to the Permanent Mission
who facilitates communication between Germany and the United Nations. We as the Ambassadors
in Sneakers were extremely intrigued to hear his opinion on many local and international events and
problems. For example, Rohland spoke about the Refugee crisis and how statistically speaking it has
decreased tremendously due to relations with nearby countries who aid with the refugees. He also
mentioned the UN Veto Policy between the five permanent nations of the Security Council (China,
France, Russia, United Kingdom and United States). These nations have the possibility to veto
significant resolutions if the said countries do not value its significance. The so called veto is seen
very critically as it is seen as the most undemocratic character at the UN. There are also claims that
the veto power is the main reason for international inaction on war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

After our conversation with Mr. Rohland, we walked over to the United Nations headquarters across
the street. Over there we were introduced to vital architecture that served as quintessential peace
pillars in history. For example, a giant painting represented a detailed letter written by Imam Ali (AS)
to Malik e Ashtar to give advice and guiding to the great Governor of Egypt. His letter is used as a
model of excellence even after thousands of years and is used by many current peacekeeping
officers today.

We were also introduced to the three pillars of the UN and their respected buildings- Peace and
Security, Human Rights and Development. The Security Council maintains and establishes a peaceful
prodigy of excellence which is ran and controlled by nations in the General Assembly. The
Trusteeship and the Economic and Social councils, on the other hand, are the more factual and
analytical groups which speak for the economic, social and political situation of each country. Each
room speaks for a great volume of international development where nations are able to conserve
human rights and peaceful nations.

Throughout our tour, my thoughts kept wandering to the type of history each of these rooms had a
hand in making. Malala Yousufazi gave her determined speech on the power of educational for girls
in Pakistan. “One child, one teacher, one book, and one pen can change the world.”

The United Nations has stood as an embelum of respect and authority and served as the number
one organization to address international peaceful relations in the world. It is in fact the place where
the Declaration of Human Rights is written and established. These 30 articles are accepted and
promoted by all 193 supporting nations and explain the basic rules of humanity such as the right to
education and gender equality.

New York City is rich in its history as it constitutes some of the most important articles of history. But
perhaps it’s most significant and well known aura is its fast paced and fascinating city beauty. The
Ambassadors in Sneakers couldn’t help but go to Times Square later that night and we’re instantly
amazed by the melting pot city decking each corner with lights. The Ambassadors in Sneakers can
mask themselves to learn and take in the importance of Human Rights, but knows how to enjoy the
joy of Humans at Times Square as well!
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5 - The Ambassadors in Sneakers dress to impress at the
UN headquarters.

6 - During a guided tour we had the incredible
opportunity to visit the room where the security council
holds their meetings. Unfortunately, no representative of
the 15 members were present.

7 - Multiple paintings are displayed to promote unity and
humanity at the United Nations.

August 2nd, 2018

"International Human Rights: Amnesty"
“Here at Amnesty the truth is very important”
- Zeke Johnson

The members of Amnesty International make change possible. They are the people you can call on
whenever and where ever human rights issues occur. Their actions no matter how big or how small
put pressure on government, institutions, and the people with power to do the right thing. Our
speaker Zeke Johnson The senior director of programs at Amnesty International U.S.A has been with
Amnesty for 12 years with a background in fashion. Here he told us briefly about Amnesty stand
points on certain topics, amnesty’s goal for the United States as well as internationally. Mr. Johnson
stated that Amnesty relies primarily on its creditability to relay information, then opened the floor
for open questioning and debate. The open debate sparked interesting topics for the ambassadors in
Sneakers to discuss some of these topics even disagreed with some of the view points of other
organizations we have visited during our stay in Germany. This was very interesting for our group
since this was the first time this had occurred. It was an amazing experience to witness two groups
fighting for the same cause but in different perspectives. Closing with a photo with Mr. Zeke Johnson
we took to the city for our next activity. After navigating the city A.i.S found themselves at The
Museum Of Jewish Heritage.

The Museum is a living memorial to the holocaust contributed by New York to uphold a global
responsibility to never forget. The Museum however serves as a place of memory to commemorate
the life’s of the Jewish people before, during, and after the war. This enables the survivors of the
holocaust to speak through recorded testimony to ensure this tragic event will never occur again. To
the surprise of many the museum didn’t only focus on the Jewish people, They also focused on all of
the people with no Jewish descent who assisted during their time of need, this presented the
ambassadors with a new perspective on how even during this time of crisis and brutality human
empathy prevailed and convinced people to help their fellow man. Our visit to the Museum Of
Jewish Heritage closed with a fascinating monument to the Jewish people, A garden but not just any
garden a garden of stones, only these stones had trees growing straight through them! This
symbolizes to me that life will always prevail. With our time in New York coming to a close I can
honestly say that this Academy has truly made a significant impact on my life. I am truly excited to
see what all of my peers do in their future. We are truly on the path to building a better world.

Hunter Harper & Peter Wiemers

6 - What a view from the Museum of Jewish Heritage!
7 - We had an incredible dialogue with Mr. Johnson about
human rights and the work of Amnesty International.

8 - The Jewish experience from an American perspective
was quite different than we saw in Germany, but
incredible valuable to stitch together an overall image.

